The Teaching Plan for “Culture Corner: The Education System in the UK”
Wendy Liu (柳似玉) 

Subject: Module 5, Unit 15, Culture Corner: The Education System in the UK

Target students: Year 2, Section 1

Teaching objectives:

Ss will have a better understanding of the education system in the UK, USA, and Canada.
Ss will be able to use some reading strategies: subtitles, charts.
Ss will be inspired to work hard for their future: IELTS, correct methods.
Teaching Procedures：
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Appendix (the text, Page 46)
The Education System in the UK

Education in the UK is compulsory for everyone between the ages of five and sixteen. It is provided by two kinds of schools: government and private. Private schools are considered better than government schools but are usually quite expensive.

Kindergarten 

At the age of three or four, many children start at nursery schools or kindergartens. Here children do not learn any subjects. Instead they learn how to play with other children in preparation for school.

Primary

Children start their formal education at five. In primary school, students learn the basic skills and knowledge that they will need for the rest of their education.

Secondary

At eleven, students enter secondary school. They take the state exams or GCSEs (General Certificate of Secondary Education) at the age of sixteen. Students take between 8-12 GCSEs in a range of subjects that always include mathematics, science, English, and at least one foreign language.

Further Education

Students may legally leave school and find a job at the age of 16. However, most students continue into further education. Students who pass 5 or more subjects at GCSE can go to a Six-Form college for another two years to study GCEA level. Most students study three or four subjects at A level. They must work very hard because good A level results are needed to get into a good university.

Some students decide to go to Further Education colleges and study more vocational courses. These might include subjects like photography, design or even building and carpentry. The courses are less academic and are designed to train students for a specific career. Most of these courses take about two years.

Higher Education

Most students enter university at 18 years old, although many students decide to take time out from study after finishing A level and usually start at university a year later. More and more students nowadays are entering higher education in the UK, and about on in three people now go to university. Students at universities study for a degree. A degree course lasts three to four years. After a degree, a student can continue their studies by taking an MA or a PhD. But, most students finish their studies after completing their degree.

The Learning Plan for the Education System in the UK
 Name: ____________  Class: _________
I. In the UK: Fill in the chart.
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II. In the USA: Fill in the chart.
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III. In Canada: Translate.
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IV. In China: Write down the methods.

http://www.24en.com/voa/

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com
The Education System in the USA

Education in the United States is provided by public schools and private schools. Education is compulsory over an age range starting between five and eight and ending somewhere between ages sixteen and eighteen depending on the states. 

Preschool 
At the age of 3 or 4, they attend preschool, also called Pre-K or PK. It is a classroom-based early childhood education program for children below the age of six.

Elementary

At the age of five or six, the children attend elementary school, which lasts six years. The first year at elementary school is called kindergarten. Basic subjects are taught in elementary school. Pupils primarily learn how to read, write and count. There are about 20 to 30 pupils in one class.

Middle School

After elementary school, students attend middle school, also known as junior high school, for three years. Students are usually given more independence, moving to different classrooms for different subjects, and being allowed to choose some of their class subjects.

High School

Then they continue at high school. Students take a broad variety of classes without special emphasis in any particular subject. In some States, students have to stay in school until they are 18 years old. In other States they may leave school at 16 or 17 with parental permission.

Higher Education

Higher education in the US is an optional final stage of formal learning following secondary education. There are different types of colleges and universities available for high school graduates, like the Ivy League, Technical Institutes, Liberal Arts Colleges, and Community Colleges.
The Eight Top Universities in Canada

McGill (28th in the world): 
-1st in Canada for it medical and PHD programs     -10 Nobel Prize winners on faculty and alumni

University of Toronto (19th in the world)

-3rd largest library system in North America       –Banting and Best –discovery of insulin

University of Waterloo

-ranked most innovative for 23 years            -world’s largest Co-op program
-#1 psychology department in Canada

Queen’s University

-one of Canada’s oldest degree granting institutions- 1841

-famous for science and engineering, biomedical science  -ranked 4th in Canada for medical-doctoral universities

University of Alberta (UA) (100 in the world)

-over 400 teaching and research agreements with gov’ts and partners in 50 countries

-innovative in science and tech, global health, energy and envir.

McMaster University (65th in the world)

-medical-doctoral research intensive university dedicated to teaching, research and service

University of British Columbia  (UBC) (22nd in the world)

-wide variety of innovative programs in the arts, science, medicine, law and business.

-7 Noble Prize winners on faculty

University of Western Ontario

-famous for its business school-business campus in HK.

-leader in cancer research and HIV vaccine research        -wind engineering
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�
Teacher’s Activities�
Students’ Activities�
Intentions�
�
Before class: a song to welcome teachers.�
�
Introduction of the teaching plan.�
�
Part One: Lead-in   ( by the student Tom)�
�
Step 1    5’


Lead-in�
Show some pictures.


�
Guess the people, the universities and the years.�
Arouse the Ss’ interest & help start to focus on today’s topic.�
�
Part Two:  Text-analysis  �
�
Step 2    2’


Pre-reading


�
Ask Ss to look for the subtitles and know the five stages. Then predict in what kind of order the article develops.�
Skip through the article and get the answers.�
Learn to predict by subtitles.�
�
Step 3    4’


Fast reading


�
Ask Ss to skim the text. Then check their prediction and show the time order by a chart. 


�
Skim the text to check the prediction. Answer the question: At what ages do they go to each stage?�
Get a clear understand of the article.�
�
Step 4    7’


Careful reading


�
Ask the question: what do they do at each stage?�
Analyze the text and finish the chart.�
Learn to use a chart to have a better understanding.�
�
Step 5    5’


Post-reading�
Ask Ss to conduct an interview.�
Discuss and interview.�
To consolidate the culture knowledge.�
�
Part Three: Consolidation  ( by the student Yvonne)�
�
Step 6    7’


Consolidation


�
Ask Ss to read “The education system in the USA” & answer the question.�
Read and finish the chart.�
To consolidate the reading strategies.�
�






Part Four: Extension   �
�
Step 7   5’


Canada Intro�
Introduce famous universities in  Canada.  ( by Principal John)�
Listen and learn.�
Know more about


universities in Canada.�
�
Step 8   2’


College life�
Play a video. �
Watch and learn.�
Inspire the dream of study abroad.�
�
Step 9   5’


IELTS�
Offer some good methods.      


( by the student Audrey)       �
Discuss and present.�
Learn some good methods.�
�
Part Five: Summary  �
�
Step 10   3’


Summary�
Ask Ss to review the four parts.�
Review.�
Consolidation.�
�
Assignments:�
Choose one from the three levels.�
�
(time permitting) watch more videos or discuss which country and which university they are going to go to.�
�
Blackboard Design


 �
B5, U15, Culture Corner:The Education System in the UK


  Six-Form College (第六学级,)  A Level(AL课程)�
�
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